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10 MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS 
This chapter provides documentation on compliance with the requirements of the State Environmental 
Policy Act (Chapter 43.21 RCW), agreements referenced in the Water System Plan, and correspondence 
and associated comments from state and local government entities and adjacent water systems. 

10.1 State Environment Policy Act 

Skagit PUD prepared a State Environmental Policy Act [SEPA] Environmental Checklist per Chapter 43.21 
RCW and WAC 246-290-100. Based on the checklist assessment, a Determination of Non-Significance 
[DNS] was issued. A copy of the SEPA Checklist and DNS are provided in Appendix A. 

10.2 Agreements 

Over the years, Skagit PUD has established a water delivery system for its customers, guided partly by a 
series of agreements focused on water management within Skagit County. This section outlines the key 
agreements that shape the PUD’s water service policies and details the PUD’s role and obligations in 
supplying water. 

10.2.1 1996 Memorandum of Agreement 
In 1996, representatives from several important stakeholder groups including the PUD, the City of 
Anacortes, Skagit County, the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe, the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community, the 
Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe, Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), and Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife signed the Memorandum of Agreement Regarding Utilization of 
Skagit River Basin Water Resources for Instream and Out Of Stream Purposes (MOA). The agreement 
was intended to shape water use policy over the next 50 years. According to the MOA, its purpose 
was to do the following: 

• Ensure instream flows are established to protect fisheries resources and mitigate any interference 
with such flows. 

• Provide a mechanism for the coordinated management of water resources and to meet the out-
of-stream needs of the Swinomish Tribal Community, Upper Skagit River Tribe, Sauk-Suiattle 
Indian tribes, local governments, and public water purveyors in Skagit County. 

• Avoid litigation or adjudication between parties to the agreement. 
• Help expedite Ecology’s water rights decision-making within the CWSP service area. 
• Modify the CWSP to conform to the agreement and incorporate the agreement into Anacortes’ 

and Skagit PUD’s JOA. 

In addition, specific water rights for Anacortes and Skagit PUD were documented as part of the MOA. 
Chapter 3 of this Water System Plan includes a detailed discussion of the PUD’s water rights related 
to the MOA. This Water System Plan acknowledges the agreements documented in the MOA and is 
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consistent with the intent and arrangements made in that accord. The MOA expires in 2046 and is on 
the PUD’s website. A link to this document can be found in Appendix F. 

The six satellite water systems were not discussed in the MOA. 

10.2.2 Joint Operating Agreements 
The 2000 CWSP identified Skagit PUD and the City of Anacortes as the responsible entities for serving 
growth in urban areas. Accordingly, the PUD and Anacortes implemented a Joint Operating 
Agreement (JOA) to develop shared regional water supply facilities. A copy of the JOA is included in 
Appendix D. Under the terms of the JOA, Skagit PUD, and Anacortes agreed to pursue joint-use 
facilities for their mutual benefit, especially those that would provide a backup supply from one utility 
to the other during an emergency shutdown or catastrophic failure. Such facilities may include 
strategically located interties (preferably two-way), distribution storage tanks, and new or improved 
water treatment facilities. The Riverbend Intertie was the first facility developed under the JOA, and 
the 1996 MOA was an outgrowth of the JOA. Additional or expanded interties must first consider and 
plan for in-county consumptive and non-consumptive needs, then consider demands outside the 
County. 

10.2.3 Customer Agreements 
Skagit PUD has water service agreements with two wholesale water purchasers and one retail water 
purchaser. Skagit PUD currently wholesales water to two customers: Samish Farms Water District and 
North Fir Island Water Association. This section briefly discusses the details of each agreement. The 
wholesale agreements provided in Appendix D list more detailed information regarding the quantity 
of water, points of delivery, water quality, rates and charges, and other subjects. This section discusses 
these customer service agreements. 

10.2.3.1 Samish Farms Water District 
Skagit PUD has a water supply agreement with the Samish Farms Water District. This 25-year 
agreement took effect April 30, 1996, and may be extended at the option of either party with the 
consent of the other. This agreement was recently extended in 2022; Skagit PUD agrees to provide no 
less than 810,000 cubic feet of water per calendar month and no more than 1,100,000 cubic feet of 
water per calendar month. 

10.2.3.2 North Fir Island Water Association 
Skagit PUD has a water supply agreement with the North Fir Island Water Association. The original 
agreement took effect July 5, 1983. The contract is not to exceed 25 years from the date of execution 
but may be extended at the option of either party with the consent of the other for an additional 3-
year period. Skagit PUD agrees to provide no more than 125 gallons per minute at the delivery point. 
The PUD is working to renew this agreement. 




