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GREAT BEER > SEE BACK PAGE 

Water Quality Report
Each year, Skagit PUD provides its 
customers with an annual Water 
Quality Report to let them know 
how our water quality stacks up 
against established federal and 
state drinking water standards. 
We encourage you to review this 
information as it provides details 
about the source and quality of 
the drinking water delivered to our 
community in 2020. Included with 
the report is the annual progress 
update on Skagit PUD’s 
Water Use Efficiency 
goals.
 The Water 
Quality 
Report will be 
available starting 
July 1. Please visit us online to 
view your water quality report at 
https://www.skagitpud.org/
media/hopp2xmy/ccr2020.pdf.
 If you wish to have a paper 
copy, you can print one directly 
from our website or you can 
receive a printed version by 
contacting the Water Quality 
Department at (360) 848-2135.

Rain Barrels For Sale
Collecting rainwater is an easy 
way to conserve water—and save 
money on your water bill. Skagit 
PUD sells ready to 
install 55-gallon rain 
barrels for just $60 
plus tax. If you would 
like more information 
about Skagit PUD’s 
low-cost rain barrel 
program, please visit our website 
at SkagitPUD.org or call  
(360) 424-7104.

Beer is 95% water, and here in the 
Skagit Valley, our breweries have 
been able to thrive thanks 

to reliable access to good-tasting, 
clean water.

You may assume water is 
just water, but the quality of 
water used in brewing beer will 
make a big difference in the final 
product.

Distinct styles of beer require 
different types of water to create 
the desired taste and flavoring. 
The same recipe using another 
water source can produce a 
drastically different beer. Brewers 
need to know what’s exactly in 
their water because there are 
so many variables. Hard water, 

high in calcium and magnesium, can lead to 
an intensely hoppy flavor, while water with 

chloride in it is great for those malty 
porters and stouts.

In other parts of the country, 
breweries may choose to invest 
in filtration systems to strip 
everything out of their water 
before adding back in desired 
minerals. However, here in the 
Skagit Valley, brewers can pull 
their water straight out of the tap.

Skagit PUD maintains a profile 
that is a good starting point for 
brewers. The Judy Reservoir water 
system has relatively soft water, 
which makes it an excellent base 
 
 

Hop on the Skagit Farm to Pint Ale Trail
We think great water makes great-tasting beer. So, come join us and be “hoppy” on the Skagit Farm 
to Pint Ale Trail. Collect passport stamps and win prizes! Skagit PUD is helping sponsor this fun event. 
Grab your passport at one of 13 Skagit Valley breweries, Skagit PUD, Northwest Brewers Supply, or any 
of the Skagit Valley Visitor Information Centers.

Great Beer, It’s In the Water



Great Beer, It’s In the Water
> CONTINUED FROM FRONT

You may think those minor leaks in your 
bathroom don’t amount to a drop in the 
bucket. Not so. The sneakiest drip can be 
found in your bathroom toilet. Toilet tank 
leaks, almost undetectable to the naked 
eye, can add significantly to your monthly 
bill. 

Toilets use about 26% of all the 
water in the average home. Toilets are 
also one of the likeliest places to find 
leaks. According to WaterSense, a 
partnership program by 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, 10% 
of homes have leaks 
that waste 90 gallons 
or more per day. If your 
toilet is constantly running, 
you could be wasting 200 
gallons of water or more 
every day. 

Sometimes it’s easy to tell 
that your toilet is leaking—you 

hear the sound of running water or a faint 
hissing or trickling. But many times, water 
flows through the tank silently, which is 
why toilet leaks are often overlooked. To 
test your toilet, lift the lid off the toilet 
tank. Drop one Leak Detective dye tablet 
(free at Skagit PUD) or several drops of 
food coloring into the tank (do not flush). 
Wait at least 15 minutes and check the 

bowl of the toilet. If there’s 
dye in the bowl, the 

toilet has a leak.
If you have 

to jiggle the 
handle to keep the 

toilet from running, 
it may be a misaligned 

flapper valve, a loose 
handle, or an incorrect 

length of chain.

Free toilet leak tablets are 
available at Skagit PUD's  
main office.

Stop the Drain on Your Dollars 
SIMPLE LEAK TEST CAN SAVE ON YOUR NEXT BILL

to create certain beers.
Skagit PUD regularly communicates 

to its customers about water quality. 
Because the source is surface water, 
seasonal changes can dramatically affect 
pH and alkalinity, and require the PUD to 
adjust its water treatment process.

The PUD helps support the Valley’s beer 
industry by providing area brewers with 
a chemistry report to look at the water’s 
exact chemical composition. It’s a way for 
brewers to know whether they’re getting 
a consistent profile. Consistency is one of 
the biggest things they need.

To ensure long-term reliability, Skagit 

PUD is investing $160 million over the 
next 10 years in infrastructure to aid in 
efficiency, conservation, and maintaining 
water quality. The investment is good 
news for brewers since it takes 3 to 7 
gallons of water to brew a single gallon 
of beer. That’s not including the gallons of 
water needed to keep equipment clean 
and sanitary during and after the brewing 
process.

Sound infrastructure ensures that 
we deliver water safely and dependably 
while saving water by reducing leaks. 
Communities can grow when a public 
water system has the water resources and 

infrastructure to deliver a reliable supply 
of clean, safe water.

Skagit PUD encourages local breweries 
also to keep conservation in mind. 
Keeping track of water usage to see 
where they can conserve and ensure no 
accidental water loss due to a rogue leaky 
valve. It’s all to keep Skagit’s water clean, 
reliable, and beer-friendly for years to 
come.

Great water makes great beer. We 
are excited that the brewing industry is 
growing here in the Valley and that Skagit 
PUD’s water can play an essential role in 
its success.

COVID-19 Help
Skagit PUD is committed  
to keeping our customers  
connected to essential  
services during the  
COVID-19 pandemic  
emergency. If you are 
experiencing financial  
hardship due to COVID-19,  
we ask that you give us a  
call to discuss options  
we have in place to support  
you with paying your water bill. 

Our customer service team  
is available by calling  
(360) 424-7104 during 
regular business hours or 
customerservice@skagitpud.org.

At Skagit PUD, we are 
committed to providing you with 
safe, reliable water and support 
you need so you can focus on 
your well-being and your loved 
ones.


