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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
June 9, 2020 

 
 
The meeting was held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Commissioners Appearing Remotely:  Eron Berg, President; Al Littlefield, Vice President; and 
Joe Lindquist, Secretary. 
 
Staff Appearing Remotely:  George Sidhu, Brian Henshaw, Mark Handzlik, Mike Fox, Kathy 
White, Kevin Tate, Sam Shipp, Jay Sedivy, Mike Demers, Sally Saxton, Skagit PUD Attorney 
Peter Gilbert, and Deana Dean.  Others may have appeared but were not identified. 
 
Staff Appearing in Person:  Mark Semrau and Luis Gonzalez. 
 
Other Parties Appearing Remotely:  Others may have appeared but were not identified. 
 
Commissioner Berg called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioner Lindquist moved to approve the Consent Agenda for June 9, 2020 which was 
unanimously approved.  

1. Approval of Agenda 6/9/20 
2. Approval of Minutes:  5/26/20 Commission Meeting 
3. Ratification of Vouchers 6/2/20 
4. Voucher Approval: 

6/9/20  No. 2930:   Accounts Payable voucher No. 18500-18551 ($335,406.92), 
Electronic Funds Transfer ($72,808.09), and Payroll Electronic Funds Transfers and 
checks No. 031156-031238 ($185,621.32). 
6/9/20  No. 2931:   Accounts Payable voucher No. 18552-18552 ($27,200.09). 

5. Project Acceptance   
Systima Project Phase 1, Port of Skagit (Mount Vernon) 
Walter Street Cottages (Mount Vernon) 
 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
6.  

General Manager George Sidhu reported on the following: 
 Skagit County moving to Phase 2: He indicated employees started returning to the office 

as of today on a staggered schedule. He noted that Phase 2 will be in effect for a 
minimum of three weeks so there will be another discussion at the June 23rd meeting 
regarding the anticipated move to Phase 3 and what that means to staff.  He suggested the 
lobby continue to be closed to the public while the staggered schedule is in effect and 
then make a recommendation.   

 Proclamation 20-28.04: Governor Inslee extended the proclamation pertaining to Open 
Public Meetings to June 17th to include an amendment removing the restriction on what 
actions a governing body may take a meeting.  Agenda items are no longer required to be 
necessary and routine  so staff will start bringing forward other business items at 

meetings.  He suggested the June 23rd meeting be a Zoom meeting with a discussion 
about what will happen moving forward.  All Commissioners indicated their support of 
that plan. 

 Emergency Declaration:  The State has extended their emergency declaration until June 
17th and George reco Emergency Declaration in place 
until further notice noting there is no reason to rescind or cancel that pending how things 
go in Phase 2.    

 Department Updates:   
Safety:  Safety modifications have been put in place for shared spaces or where 
employees are in close proximity including plexiglass barriers to comply with L&I 
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guidelines.  A COVID-19 Prevention Plan has been sent to all staff.
Customer Service:  Lock box system has been implemented with customer payments 
going to a third party for processing. This increases efficiency in processing payments.  
Paperless billing is anticipated to launch in August.  The Customer Service 
Representative position has been filled and the new employee starts on June 22nd.   
Finance:  The annual report was submitted on time.  The District is under $20,000 of 
accumulated expense which is approximately $1,800 per week in fees waived.  
Upcoming billing cycles will have more customers so that average is anticipated to 
increase as well as the cumulative total.  Aging accounts receivable is staying consistent 
from last month.   
Engineering:  Eleven new services have been sold since the last meeting.  Staff attended 
one new pre-application meeting and three new drawings for developer projects have 
been submitted.  Reimbursement to one additional applicant to the incentive program is 
being finalized.  Engineering and the WTP are now live with CityWorks which will allow 
all staff to do digital work orders and forms to increase efficiency.   

 Proclamation 20-23:  Governor Inslee extended the proclamation regarding suspension of 
utility shutoffs and waiver of late fees and penalties until July 28th.  However, the 
proclamation has added requirements including requiring all utilities to develop COVID-
19 customer support programs by July 10th and designating the Utilities and 
Transportation Commission as the point of contact for customers needing assistance 
information.  George explained W
(WPUDA) actions to address these issues including sending a letter asking the Governor 
to either rescind or amend the proclamation. He noted all have been requested to 
individually send a letter to Governor Inslee on behalf of the Association in support of 
the changes.  He stated the District is not moving forward with the development of any 
customer support program until we hear more from WPUDA.  All Commissioners 

support of 
WPUDA , which passed unanimously. 

 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT CONDITION ASSESSMENT PRESENTATION 
Capital Projects Manager Mark Semrau provided, by PowerPoint presentation, an update on the 
water treatment plan condition assessment and whether the District should continue to invest in 
the existing water treatment plant or construct a new water treatment plant.  He reviewed the 
capital project goal, consultant selection, treatment requirements, water 
treatment plant capacity, existing water treatment process, future water treatment process, 
conceptual site layout, and an explanation of near-term, mid-term, long-term, and routine 
projects.  He briefly explained cost estimates for the proposed water treatment plant capital 
improvement plan and answered Commissioner questions. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
7. District 3 Commissioner Appointment 

George spoke to the process of appointing Commi  indicating it 
will take approximately six weeks.  He proposed finalizing the application process this week 
and advertising for two weeks with applications due on July 2nd.  Review of applications 
would be the following week with a special meeting to conduct interviews the week of July 
13-17.  The plan is to have a candidate selected and get them up to speed before 

d.  Commissioner Berg 
noted he would submit a resignation date, likely August 15th, to George with the intent to 
make it consistent with the outlined process.  Brief discussion with Counsel Gilbert on 
whether Commissioner Berg could participate in the selection process, and public session 
versus executive session for interviews, discussion, and selection.  Counsel Gilbert noted that 
the more open the process the better and that the Board would have the opportunity to have 
an executive session to discuss applicant qualifications, but any action would occur in public 
session.   

INFORMATION 
8.   Safety Practice & Procedures #3006 Motor Vehicle Safety 
9.   Judy Reservoir Data Report 
10. Recent News Articles 
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COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
Commissioners Littlefield and Lindquist had nothing to report at this time.  Commissioner Berg 
requested George keep them informed of WPUDA and Governor communications.  A brief 
discussion was held regarding the five candidates seeking Commissioner Littlefie . 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.   
 
 

 
________________________________ 
Eron Berg, President 

ATTEST 
 
______________________________ ________________________________ 
Joe Lindquist, Secretary   Al Littlefield, Vice President 


