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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
May 25, 2021 

 
The meeting was held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Commissioners Appearing Remotely:  Joe Lindquist, President; Germaine Kornegay, Vice 
President; and Andrew Miller, Secretary.   
 
Staff Appearing Remotely:  George Sidhu, Luis Gonzalez, Jay Sedivy, Brian Henshaw, Mark 
Handzlik, Alistair Boudreaux, Mike Fox, Sam Shipp, Sharon Mataya, Doug Streeter, Chris 
Shaff, Mark Semrau, Kevin Tate, Bill Trueman, Ryan Anderson, Skagit PUD Attorney Peter 
Gilbert, and Deana Dean.  Others may have appeared but were not identified. 
 
Other Parties Appearing Remotely:  Others may have appeared but were not identified. 
 
Commissioner Lindquist called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioner Kornegay moved to approve the Consent Agenda for May 25, 2021, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Miller and unanimously approved.  

1. Approval of Agenda 5/25/21 
2. Approval of Minutes:  5/11/21 Regular Meeting 
3. Ratification of Voucher 5/18/21 
4. Voucher Approval 5/25/21  No. 2981 

Accounts Payable voucher No. 21009 - 21062 ($539,498.43) Electronic Funds Transfer 
($400,112.39), and Payroll Electronic Funds Transfers and checks No. 033918 - 034001 
($187,240.31). 

5. Project Acceptance: 
Grafton Park Apartments, Burlington Blvd (Burlington) 

 
AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
6.   : General Manager George Sidhu provided an update on the following: 

 Finance:  Penalties and late fees waived since March 2020 are at $126,000 which has 
remained consistent at around $2,200 per week.  Staff has been working with the city of 
Sedro Woolley helping Sedro Woolley customers with outstanding balances.  Customer 
service has been reaching out to all customers and their efforts can be seen with 
payments that are being made.  Some customers are still waiting for the end of the 
moratorium before addressing their outstanding balances.  We have not heard when the 
moratorium will be lifted although there have been discussions that will occur later this 
summer.  Commissioner Lindquist noted a news piece that indicated July 31st as the date 
to start shut offs although he noted that could be electric utilities.  It was noted that if the 
moratorium does lift, the customer assistance program needs to be in place along with a 
method to contact customers, although much of that has already been completed.   

 Staffing:  Patrick Haveman has been promoted to the new Maintenance Superintendent.  
Patrick was hired in 2009 and was on the construction crew for 5 years. In 2014, he 
transferred to the Distribution Department and starting June 1st, will take over as the 
Maintenance Superintendent.   

 Updates on guidance:  Information has been released from the CDC and L&I regarding 
masks and social distancing for those who are vaccinated.  Discussion was held 
yesterday at the leadership meeting, and it was agreed not to rush into adopting any new 
guidelines.   L&I gave options, and it was noted that there are many issues when 
confirming vaccination status with employees.  The plan is to continue to do what we are 
doing, take things cautiously, start thinking about bringing back in a hybrid 
schedule, and keeping health protocols in place including wearing masks. In order to lift 
masks, the District will need to confirm employee vaccination status and that is not 
something the District plans to do.   Instead, the plan is to increase building occupancy, 
get accustomed to working with each other again, and transitioning until 
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such time as all return to the office.       
 
6. Operations Department Update:  Operations Manager Mike Fox provided, by PowerPoint 

presentation, an update on work the Operations Department is doing.  Topics included Water 
Treatment Plant Raw Water Pump Station tie ins, new chemical injection points, Water 
Treatment Plant ammonia tank rebuild, filter maintenance, media depth check, lagoon waste 
removal, seasonal activities including vegetation management, innovation by crew, weed 
burner on excavator, Gabions and Janicki walkway, pressure washing clear wells, coating 
inspection, chemical leaks and delivery, poplar tree removal, neighbor concerns at the 
treatment plant and cottonwood tree removal, lab recertification, new excavator, flushing and 
leak detection, flushing and valving truck, fleet issues, a summary of other operations 
projects including Division micro hydro, Guemes reverse osmosis replacement, distribution 
and SCADA, Similk tank out-of-service, other Josh Wilson issues, meter department update, 
maintenance department update, valve box repairs on College Way, and the Panorama/WTP 
project.  Commissioner questions followed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS  
8. Transition to in-person Board Meetings  
 George Sidhu opened the discussion. The proposal is to meet in person without the public but 

to also have the ability of people to attend the meeting via Zoom.  IT has looked into having 
one camera that would show all three commissioners with the audio just as it is now.  It was 
noted that we have not had much of the public attending the meetings other than those we 
invite with the last member of the public attending over two months ago.  The last time a 
member actually made a comment was in September and it was regarding the Fidalgo island 
water system transfer.  s meeting. It was 
noted that attendance for staff should be voluntary and to limit the number of staff who wish 
to attend in person so as not to overcrowd.  Health protocols are currently in place and should 
remain in place for the foreseeable future which would require those attending in person to 
wear masks.  Also, with regard to department updates, the Board should be prepared to have 
the staff member appear remotely if the staff member does not feel comfortable attending in 
person.  Commissioner comments followed.  Commissioner Lindquist indicated all the 
accommodations seem fair and the District and Board should ease back into it.  
Commissioner Kornegay agreed and noted she likes the idea of staff not being mandated to 
come to the meetings, even if vaccinated, and everyone to continue to wear masks.  
Commissioner Miller concurred.   It was agreed that June 8, 2021, will be the first in person 
Board meeting in the Aqua Room.  Public comments will continue to be received via Zoom, 
email, or by calling in.  There will be a slight agenda change - removing the proclamation, 
letting people how we are conducting the meeting, and not opening the building to the public 
at this time. 

 
INFORMATION 
9.    Monthly Budget Status  April 2021 
10.  Judy Reservoir Data Report 
11.  Recent News Articles 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Commissioners Kornegay, Miller, and Lindquist had nothing to report at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.   

 

 
________________________________ 
Joe Lindquist, President 

ATTEST 
 
______________________________ ________________________________ 
Andrew Miller, Secretary Germaine Kornegay, Vice President


