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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON

March 10, 2020 
 
The meeting was held in the Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, 
Mount Vernon, Washington. 
 
Commissioners Present:  Eron Berg, President, and Al Littlefield, Vice President. 
 
Staff Present:  George Sidhu, Kevin Tate, Mike Fox, Jay Sedivy, Brian Henshaw, Luis
Gonzalez, Mark Handzlik, Sally Saxton, Skagit PUD Attorney Peter Gilbert, and Deana 
Dean.   
 
Other Parties Present:  Judy Littlefield, Les Walker, Jenna Friebel, and John Wolden.  
Others may have appeared but were not identified.
 
Commissioner Berg called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance 
followed.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA
Commissioner Littlefield moved to approve the Consent Agenda for March 10, 2020 
which was approved with the amendment of moving new business agenda item #7 as 
consent agenda item #5.

1. Approval of Agenda 3/10/20
2. Approval of Minutes:  2/25/20 Commission Meeting & 3/3/20 Work Session
3. Ratification of Vouchers 3/3/20
4. Voucher Approval: 

3/10/20 – No. 2914: Accounts Payable Voucher No. 17814 – 17876
($462,072.97).
3/10/20 – No. 2915: Accounts Payable Voucher No. 17877 ($1,780.75).

5. Interlocal Agreement with Skagit County Drainage and Irrigation Districts 
Consortium

AUDIENCE COMMENTS
Jenna Friebel spoke briefly regarding the partnership between Skagit PUD and Skagit 
County Drainage and Irrigation Districts Consortium.

OLD BUSINESS
6. Manager’s Report
General Manager George Sidhu provided an update which included:

The roadshow is on track with presentations scheduled for the Burlington and 
Sedro-Woolley City Council meetings this week although that may change.  
The March 5th Open House at Dewey Beach Community Hall was well attended 
with 53 citizens present. Kevin Tate and Chris Schaff attended on behalf of the 
District as well as Commissioner Littlefield.  There were good questions and a 
good presentation by Kevin. The plan is to follow up with a Q&A mailer to 
residents and to keep working on the agreement with the City of Anacortes.  It is 
anticipated a detailed draft agreement will be brought before the Board this 
summer with discussion and public comment.  Commissioner Littlefield 
commented that Kevin and Chris did a great job and that perhaps, in the future, 
instead of an open house, a question and answer panel would better.  He has 
fielded questions from citizens regarding concerns about rate increases should the 
City take over the water system.  

 Handouts were provided regarding the COVID-19 virus.  George indicated on-site 
trainings, the Best Tasting Water event, and all non-essential travel to attend 
trainings and conferences for staff has been canceled.  This issue is reviewed 
every day and staff are following the recommendations from the local health 
officials but there should be conversations about future meetings, lobby hours, 
and the level of interaction with the public.  Commissioner Berg noted virtual 
meetings could be held if needed and the Washington State Attorney General’s 
website is a good resource for guidance.  Brief discussion followed.
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7. Operation’s Department Report
Operation Manager Mike Fox provided an update, by PowerPoint presentation, on the 
pressure reducing valve maintenance program, flushing and valve truck, hydrant 
truck, safety improvements, and maintenance at the treatment plant.  Upcoming 
projects include fiberglass chemical storage tank repairs at the water treatment plant,
the septic system at the water treatment plant, design on the raw water pump station, 
annual reservoir cleaning, Mt. View pipeline project, the code red notification system, 
security installations, and lab re-accreditation.   

 
INFORMATION
8. Judy Reservoir Data Report

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
Commissioner Littlefield noted the Washington PUD Association meetings for next week 
have been canceled. Commissioner Berg had nothing to report at this time.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Commissioner Berg announced the need for an executive session to review litigation that 
the agency reasonably believes may be commenced by or against the agency, the 
governing body, or a member acting in an official capacity – per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)(ii)
for approximately 20 minutes.  He stated there will be no action following the executive 
sessions. 

The Commission recessed at 5:10 p.m. and reconvened at 5:39 p.m.  No further action 
was taken after the Executive Session. 

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:40 
p.m.  

________________________________
Eron Berg, President

ATTEST

______________________________ ________________________________
Joe Lindquist, Secretary Al Littlefield, Vice President




