
 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

AGENDA 

July 14, 2020 

4:30 PM 
 
Pursuant to Governor Jay Inslee’s Proclamation 20-28.7, Public Utility District No. 1 of Skagit County 
Board of Commissioner meetings will be held virtually through ZOOM Cloud Meetings.  
 

Join our online meeting by following this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86484464046  
Meeting ID: 864 8446 4046 
Or dial +1 253 215 8782 
 
If you have a question or comment for the Board, please submit it by 5 p.m. the Monday prior to the 
meeting by calling (360) 848-4460 or send an email to pud@skagitpud.org 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approval of Agenda 7/14/20 

2. Approval of Minutes:  6/23/20 Regular Meeting and 7/9/20 Special Meeting 

3. Ratification of Vouchers 6/30/20 and 7/7/20 

4. Voucher Approval 7/14/20 

5. Veteran’s Park Development – Use of System Development Funds 

6. Project Acceptance: 

Veteran’s Park Development (Sedro-Woolley) 

Mountain View Estates/Road (Mount Vernon) 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

7. Manager’s Report - Staffing Levels 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

INFORMATION 

8. Judy Reservoir Data Report 

9. Recent News Articles 

 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86484464046
mailto:pud@skagitpud.org


Commission Meeting 1 June 23, 2020 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

June 23, 2020 

The meeting was held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Commissioners Appearing Remotely:  Eron Berg, President; Al Littlefield, Vice President; and 
Joe Lindquist, Secretary. 

Staff Appearing Remotely:  George Sidhu, Mark Handzlik, Mike Fox, Sam Shipp, Brian 
Henshaw, Sally Saxton, Jay Sedivy, Kathy White, Sharon Mataya, Mark Semrau, Kevin Tate, 
Skagit PUD Attorney Peter Gilbert, and Deana Dean.  Others may have appeared but were not 
identified. 

Other Parties Appearing Remotely:  Gregg Semler, Wim Houppermans, Karen Pitt, and David 
Frost. Others may have appeared but were not identified. 

Commissioner Berg called the meeting to order at 4:31 p.m. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioner Lindquist moved to approve the Consent Agenda for June 23, 2020 which was 
unanimously approved.  

1. Approval of Agenda 6/23/20
2. Approval of Minutes:  6/9/20 Commission Meeting
3. Ratification of Vouchers 6/16/20
4. Voucher Approval 6/23/20
5. Safety Practice & Procedure #3006 Motor Vehicle Safety
6. Project Acceptance:

DeVries Melody Lane Waterline Extension (Mount Vernon)
Sedro Woolley Library (Sedro Woolley)
HUB City Apartments Burlington (Burlington)
HUB City Apartments to S. Walnut St. Boring Project (Burlington)

INPIPE MICROHYDRO PRESENTATION 
Engineering Manager Mark Handzlik introduced Gregg Semler, President & CEO of InPipe 
Energy, who provided some background information on his company and opportunities where 
the District can partner with them to secure funding for a formal Micro-Hydro project.  Gregg 
provided, by PowerPoint presentation, an overview of In-PRV for renewable energy and 
potential project locations.  Commissioner questions and comments followed. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
None. 

OLD BUSINESS 
7. Manager’s Report

General Manager George Sidhu provided an update on the following:
• Department Updates:

Information Technology:  In conjunction with Customer Service and Finance, IT has
three projects that will go-live in approximately six weeks.  The fixed asset module is
scheduled for early July, paperless billing has a launch date of July 15th, and the
automation process for meter uploads is expected to go-live in early August.  The IT
Manager position has been posted and the District has received thirty applications so far.
Application review will begin soon.
Customer Service:  The new Customer Service Representative, Jeanette Moody, started
yesterday June 22nd.
Finance:  Waiver of late fees and penalties are increasing with the total now up to
approximately $25,000 which is about $1,900 per week on average.  WPUDA wrote to
Governor Jay Inslee regarding Proclamation 20-23 and the District followed that with a
support letter as did several other PUDs.  No response or change to the Proclamation has
been received.  There also has been no new guidance on enforcement of the
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Commission Meeting 2 June 23, 2020 

Proclamation.  However, Finance is working on developing the COVID-19 customer 
support program and is hoping to get more information this week.   
Engineering:  Projects are continuing, and we are approaching the summer construction 
season. There are a number of projects going to bid shortly including the raw water pump 
station, pipeline project on Fir Street in Mount Vernon, and pipeline project in the 
Skyridge Neighborhood in Mount Vernon.  Work has finished on the decommissioning 
of the ground water well at the Sedro Woolley Ballfields property which allow us to work 
with the City to transfer the property.  The Transfer Agreement on the Ranney Well has 
been signed although we are still waiting for it to be recorded at the county.  
Maintenance:  Summer projects are continuing including valve repair, asphalt 
replacement, mowing, leak repairs, and other maintenance projects.  This is a busy time 
for everyone in the field and the crews are being productive.   

8. Phase 3 Staffing Levels
George noted the county is in Phase 2 and eligible to apply for Phase 3 this Friday.  He
discussed the Phase 2 return to work plan which has been successful and indicated the
District is following state guidance regarding face coverings.  He indicated the Governor has
extended the Proclamations to July 1st and recommended to leave the emergency declaration
in place, maintain the staggered schedule until at least the July 14th meeting, and continue to
have remote commission meetings with another discussion at the next meeting.
Commissioners noted their agreement with Commissioner Littlefield preferring to meet
virtually at least through July.

A brief discussion followed regarding the selection process for Commissioner Berg’s
replacement.

NEW BUSINESS 
9. Resolution 2278-20 Adopting Skagit County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Commissioner Littlefield moved to approve Resolution 2278-20 adopting the Skagit County
Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan in its entirely, including the Public Utility District
#1 of Skagit County Annex which was unanimously approved.

10. 2020-2021 Strategic Plan Implementation Focus
George provided a brief update on the implementation focus of the strategic plan. He
reviewed progress to date on water and strategic capital investments, partnership-based
efforts, communications, and internal operations.

INFORMATION 
11. Monthly Budget Status – May 2020
12. Judy Reservoir Data Report
13. Recent News Articles

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Commissioner Lindquist attended the virtual Skagit Council of Governments (SCOG) meeting 
although there was no quorum.  Commissioner Littlefield will be attending the virtual 
Washington Public Utility District Association (WPUDA) Water Roundtable meeting this 
Thursday June 25th.  Commissioner Berg noted there is not much opportunity for the 
Commissioners to interact with the public during the pandemic.   

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:25 p.m.  

________________________________ 
Eron Berg, President 

ATTEST 

______________________________ ________________________________ 
Joe Lindquist, Secretary Al Littlefield, Vice President 
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Commission Special Meeting 1 July 9, 2020 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

July 9, 2020 

The meeting was held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Commissioners Appearing Remotely:  Eron Berg, President; Al Littlefield, Vice President; and 
Joe Lindquist, Secretary. 

Staff Appearing Remotely:  George Sidhu, Brian Henshaw, Sally Saxton, Mike Fox, Chris 
Shaff, and Skagit PUD Attorney Peter Gilbert.  Others may have appeared but were not fully 
identified. 

Staff Appearing In Person:  Luis Gonzales and Deana Dean. 

Other Parties Appearing Remotely:  Jessica Sidhu, Nathan Salseina, Erik Johnson, Colby 
Allen, Chris Schaffner, Corinn Hamburg, and Germaine Kornegay.  Others may have appeared 
but were not fully identified. 

Commissioner Berg called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and provided an overview of the 
process for today’s meeting. 

COMMISSIONER CANDIDATES – FIRST INTERVIEW 
The schedule of interviews was as follows: 

4:05 Nathan Salseina 
4:25 Eric Johnson 
4:45 Colby Allen 
5:05 Chris Schaffner 
5:25 Corrin Hamburg 
5:45 Germaine Kornegay 

The following questions were asked and answered by the applicants: 

1. Please tell us a little bit about yourself and why you want to serve as a PUD
Commissioner.

2. In your view, what is the primary function of the Commission and your role as a potential
Commissioner?

3. Please describe how your previous experience has prepared you to be an effective
Commissioner and what special skills or perspectives you would bring that are different
from the existing members?

4. Occasionally you will be contacted by upset citizens from various cultural and socio-
economic backgrounds about their experience with Skagit PUD.  What do you think is
the appropriate method to respond to citizen concerns and complaints?

5. In recent years, Skagit PUD has developed a Strategic Plan, a 10-year Capital
Improvement Plan, a 10-year financial Plan, and a rate plan to fund the capital program.
What are your thoughts on Skagit PUD’s historical water rates and the new rate plan?

6. Do your plans include running for election once this appointment expires?  If not, why?

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Commissioner Berg announced the need for an executive session to evaluate the qualifications of 
a candidate for appointment to elective office – per RCW 42.30.110(1)(h) - for approximately 
30-45 minutes.  He stated there will be no action following the executive session.

The Commission recessed at 5:46 p.m. and reconvened at 6:12 p.m.  

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:12 p.m.  
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Commission Special Meeting 2 July 9, 2020 

________________________________ 
Eron Berg, President 

ATTEST 

______________________________ ________________________________ 
Joe Lindquist, Secretary Al Littlefield, Vice President 
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 PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1  OF SKAGIT COUNTY 

 1415 FREEWAY DRIVE · MOUNT VERNON, WASHINGTON 98273 ·PHONE 360-424-7104 

July 14, 2020 

TO: George Sidhu, P.E., General Manager 

FROM: Mark Handzlik, P.E., Engineering Manager 

SUBJECT: Veteran’s Park Development 

Revised Request for Use of System Development Funds (SDF) 

Requested Action: 

Authorize the General Manager to utilize a total of $24,275 from the System 

Development Fund for the installation of fiber optic conduit in conjunction with the water 

system extension at the Veteran’s Park project in Sedro-Woolley. 

Background: 

Skagit County Parks Department, in conjunction with funding partners, is pursuing a 

Veteran’s Memorial Park project that has required a waterline extension from the 

southeast corner of the Northern State/SWIFT Center property east across the park 

property to Helmick Road.  

Installation of conduit is not part of the minimum pipe requirements; however, conduit 

was installed with this project to position the District to monitor its future systems 

through SCADA. The conduit may also be joined with fiber optics in the Northern 

State/SWIFT Center property from which SkagitNet may extend service to properties 

within the Upper Skagit Reservation. 

The estimated material cost was $8,500.  This amount was requested and approved by the 

Commission on December 11, 2018. However, because the installation was a separate 

operation and not part of our minimum standard, the District is also responsible for the 

installation cost. 

Construction of this project was administered by Skagit County Parks Department 

through the sealed bid process. The total price for this work, based on a final quantity of 

1,978 LF and a bid price of $12.50/LF, is $24,725. 

Fiscal Impact: 

A total of $24,275 would be utilized from the System Development Fund. The use of 

these funds is consistent with their intended purpose. 
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SKAGIT COUNTY 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon, WA 98273-5625 
(360) 416-1400 FAX (360) 416-1405

i w y o i c T
Public Utility District No. 1 of Skagit County Invoice No. 1
Attn: Mark Handzlik Date: 12/4/2019
1415 Freeway Drive Project No. ES97-90
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Project Description: Veteran's Park Pipeline Extension Project

$0.00 

$0.00 

$0.00

Labor:
Equipment Rental: 
Materials:

Vendors/Outside Services:
Contractor - SRV Construction, Inc. Pay Estimate #1 $ 24 ,725 .00

Bid Item #24 HDPE Fiber Optic Conduit Pipe 2-In. Diam.

Comments: This invoice is for work performed by SRV Construction.
Sub-Total $24,725.00

Reimbursement Total $24,725.00

Make check payable to:
SKAGIT COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS

1800 Continental Place
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Verified^JL.

arrroi t, AO

jd h jiA .
Kelley Marriott, Admin. Assist., Contracts/t

(360)416-1400
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ITEM FOR BID 
PROJECT NO 

CONTRACTOR 
ADDRESS 

FOR WORK THROUGH

SKAGIT COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS 
PAY ESTIMATE NO. 1

Veteran's Park Pipeline Extension Project 
ES97-90
SRV Construction Inc.
P. O. Box 507, Anacortes, WA 98221 
November 14, 2019

ITEM
NO. DESCRIPTION Quantity Unit

Unit
Price

Total Previous Qty 
Qty Qty this Est

Total
Amount

Previous
Amount

Amt This 
Est.

1 Mobilization 1 00 LS $17,450.00 1 00 0 00 1 00 S17,450.00 $0 oc S17.450.00
2 Roadway Survey 1 00 LS $4,100.00 1.00 0 00 1 00 $4,100.00 $0.00 $4,100.00
3 Record Drawings 1.00 LS $2,000.00 0.00 0 00 0 00 $0 00 $0.00 $0 00
4 SPCC Plan 1.00 LS $100.00 1.00 0 00 1.00 $100.00 $0.00 $100.00
5 Type B Progress Schedule 1 00 LS $1,000.00 1.00 0.00 1.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,000 00
6 Unanticipated Site Work EST DOL $1.00 4174 20 0.00 4174.20 $4,174.20 $0 00 $4,174.20
7 Project Temporary Traffic Control 1.00 LS $500.00 1 00 0.00 1 00 $500.00 $0 00 $500.00
8 Clearing and Grubbing 027 AC $5,800 00 0.27 0.00 0.27 $1,566.00 $0.00 $1,566.00
9 Seeding, Fertilizing, & Mulching 0.27 AC $5,000.00 0 27 0 00 0.27 $1,350.00 $0.00 $1,350.00
10 Trimming and Cleanup TOO LS $11,300.00 1.00 0 00 1 00 $11,300.00 $0.00 $11,300.00
11 Crushed Surfacing Top Course 431 00 TN $21.00 320.74 0.00 320.74 $6,735.54 $0.00 $6,735.54
12 HDPE Water Main Pipe, 10-In. Diam. 1850.00 LF $49.00 1865.00 0 00 1865.00 $91,385 00 $0.00 $91,385 00
13 HDPE Water Main Pipe, 2-In. Diam. 614 00 LF $14.50 647 00 0.00 647 00 $9,381.50 $0.00 $9,381 50
14 Blowoff Assembly 1.00 EA $1,600.00 1 00 0.00 1.00 $1,600.00 $0.00 $1,600.00
15 Water Main Trench Excavation and Backfill for PUD 1 00 LS $4,800.00 1 00 0.00 1.00 $4,800 00 $0.00 $4,800 00
16 Reduced Pressure Backflow Assembly 100 EA $4,300.00 1 00 0.00 1.00 $4,300.00 $0.00 $4,300 00
17 Comb. Air Release/Air Vacuum Valve Assembly 2-In. 1 00 EA $8,000.00 3 00 0.00 3.00 $24,000 00 $0.00 $24,000.00
18 Resilient Seat Gate Valve 10-In. 2.00 EA $2,125.00 2 00 0.00 2.00 $4,250.00 $0 00 $4,250 00
19 Resilient Seat Gate Valve 2-In. 2.00 EA $575 00 2.00 0 00 2 00 $1,150.00 $0 00 $1,150.00
20 Service Connection 2-In. Diam. 1.00 EA $7,150.00 1 00 0.00 1 00 $7,150.00 $0 00 $7,150.00
21 Sanitary Septic System 1 00 LS $168,815.00 0.00 0.00 0 00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00
22 Erosion Control and Water Pollution Prevention 1.00 LS $1,125.00 1 00 0 00 1.00 $1,125 00 $0.00 $1,125.00
23 ESC Lead 3.00 DAY $10.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 $0 00 $0 00 $0.00
24 HDPE Fiber Optic Conduit Pipe, 2-In. Diam 1916.00 LF $12 50 1978 00 0.00 1976.00 $24,725.00 $0.00 $24,725.00
25 HDPE Electrical Conduit Pipe, 2-In. Diam 614.00 LF $16.00 638.00 0.00 638.00 $10,208.00 $0 00 $10,208 00
26 Directional Boring 516.00 LF $101.50 592 00 0.00 592 00 $60,088.00 $0.00 $60,088.00

Sub Total of Bid Items $292,438.24 $0.00 $292,438.24
Less 5% Retainage $14,621.91 $0.00 $14,621.91

WA State Sales Tax @8.5% $24,857.25 $0.00 S24,857.25
TOTAL__ $302,673.58 $0.00 $302,673.58

David Walde Project Manager

APPROVED BY-
Brian Adams. Director

JM M m . -
Date

H - !  K - 14
"Dali---------  -------- *-

Skagit County Parks & Recreation

Pay Est No 1 11/18/2019
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 PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1  OF SKAGIT COUNTY 

 1415 FREEWAY DRIVE · MOUNT VERNON, WASHINGTON 98273 ·PHONE 360-424-7104 

 

Board of Commissioners 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Skagit County 

1415 Freeway Drive 

Mount Vernon, WA  98273-1436 

RE: Project Acceptance 

Name of Project:  

Reference: C.O. #  Project #  

Location:  

Developer:  

Contractor:  

Commissioners: 

The District has approved the plans and specifications and has inspected the installation 

of the new water plant within the above project.  The Engineering Department has 

received satisfactory pressure and bacteriological test results.  All documentation for this 

project has been completed. 

I recommend that the Commission accept this project. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mark C. Handzlik, P.E. 

Engineering Manager 

dd 

Attachment:  Map 

cc: George Sidhu, P.E., General Manager 

Michael E. Demers, Engineering Technician 

July 14, 2020

Veteran's Park Skagit County Parks & Rec

5045 3771

Sedro Woolley

Skagit County Parks & Rec's

SRV
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This map was created from available public records and existing map sources, not
from field surveys. While great care was taken in this process, maps from different
sources rarely agree as to the precise location of geographic features.
The relative positioning of map features to one another results from
combining different map sources without field verification.

The PUD #1 of Skagit County disclaims any warranty of
merchantability or warranty of fitness of this map for any particular
purpose, either expressed or implied. No representation or warranty is
made concerning the accuracy, currency, completeness or quality
of data depicted on this map. Any user of this map assumes all
responsibility for use thereof, and further agrees to hold the PUD #1
of Skagit County harmless from any damage, loss, or liability arising
from the use of this map.
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 PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1  OF SKAGIT COUNTY 

 1415 FREEWAY DRIVE · MOUNT VERNON, WASHINGTON 98273 ·PHONE 360-424-7104 

Board of Commissioners 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Skagit County 

1415 Freeway Drive 

Mount Vernon, WA  98273-1436 

RE: Project Acceptance 

Name of Project: 

Reference: C.O. # Project # 

Location: 

Developer: 

Contractor: 

Commissioners: 

The District has approved and inspected the installation of the new pipeline of the above 
project.  The Engineering Department has received satisfactory pressure and 
bacteriological test results.  All documentation for this project has been completed.

I recommend that the Commission accept this project. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mark C. Handzlik, P.E. 

Engineering Manager 

mp
Attachment:  Map 

cc: George Sidhu, P.E., General Manager 

Brandt Barnes, Project Manager

July 14, 2020

Mountain View Road Pipeline

4963 3673

Mountain View Estates, Mountain View Road (Mount Vernon)

Trico Construction
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This map was created from available public records and existing map sources, not
from field surveys. While great care was taken in this process, maps from different
sources rarely agree as to the precise location of geographic features.
The relative positioning of map features to one another results from
combining different map sources without field verification.

The PUD #1 of Skagit County disclaims any warranty of
merchantability or warranty of fitness of this map for any particular
purpose, either expressed or implied. No representation or warranty is
made concerning the accuracy, currency, completeness or quality
of data depicted on this map. Any user of this map assumes all
responsibility for use thereof, and further agrees to hold the PUD #1
of Skagit County harmless from any damage, loss, or liability arising
from the use of this map.
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6/24/2020 Letter: Commissioner race seats a big deal | Opinion | goskagit.com

https://www.goskagit.com/opinion/letters_to_the_editor/letter-commissioner-race-seats-a-big-
deal/article_5cf40087-6317-520c-a6df-86e95d1ce1f5.html

Letter: Commissioner race seats a big deal
Kathy Reim
Jun 19, 2020

Eastern Skagit County residents depend on our fellow citizens to look after the best interest of 
their neighbors.

On Tuesday, Aug. 4, voters will select candidates for both our Public Utility District 
Commissioners and our Skagit County Commissioners. It is done geographically.

While this arrangement can balance representation between rural and more urban areas, it also 
means we are dependent on folks in District 1 (Mount Vernon) and District 2 (western Skagit 
County) to be engaged during the primary in August.

Voters will select the two finalists who will be on the ballot Tuesday, Nov. 3.

So why is this a big deal?

Well, the PUD commissioners operate the most expansive water system in Skagit County with 
over 26,000 metered services, serving approximately 70,000 people an average of 9 million 
gallons of water per day.

Water is the life blood of our valley as it is throughout the world.

The county commissioners are both the legislative and executive branches of our local 
government. They make the most important decisions about our quality of life here close to 
home. They appoint county boards, oversee our public roads, our public health, zoning for 
unincorporated areas, emergency and civil defense programs, and our county parks. They are 
charged with making sure the best people are hired to serve in critical roles regarding our day-
to-day safety.

There are five candidates for the PUD position. County Commissioner Districts 1 and 2 have 
three candidates each.

Voters must judge for all of us if candidates can be transparent, responsive, skilled leaders as we 
face the challenges and opportunities for the next decade.

We all deserve the picks of the litter.
Kathy Reim, 
Sedro Woolley
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7/8/2020 League of Women Voters holding candidate forums | Local News | goskagit.com

https://www.goskagit.com/news/local_news/league-of-women-voters-holding-candidate-forums/article_27461b13-6778-5f41-8ac3-aa0669bc3c72.html 1/2

https://www.goskagit.com/news/local_news/league-of-women-voters-holding-candidate-
forums/article_27461b13-6778-5f41-8ac3-aa0669bc3c72.html

League of Women Voters holding candidate forums
By BRANDON STONE @Brandon_SVH
Jun 30, 2020

Kathy Reim, voter services chair for the league, said she’s unsure when these forums will be available
to watch online, but as many as possible will be up by July 15 — the day ballots are mailed.

With public gatherings temporarily on hold because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the League of 
Women Voters of Skagit County has had to make adjustments to the way it conducts candidate 
forums.

Instead of hosting in-person forums for candidates running for federal, state and local o�ces in the 
Aug. 6 primary election, the league is working with Mount Vernon’s TV10 to record online forums, 
then present them online and on public access TV.
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7/8/2020 League of Women Voters holding candidate forums | Local News | goskagit.com

https://www.goskagit.com/news/local_news/league-of-women-voters-holding-candidate-forums/article_27461b13-6778-5f41-8ac3-aa0669bc3c72.html 2/2

Brandon Stone

The league recorded its �rst forum Monday, with candidates for the Skagit Public Utility District
commissioner seat for District 1 taking part, Reim said. Candidates for Skagit County Superior Court
Judge Position 3 were to take part in a forum Tuesday.

Reim said she’s excited about the opportunity to reach far more people than in-person forums would
in a normal year, but said her team is faced with the challenge of making the discussions as engaging
as they would be if all the candidates were in the same room.

“This is brand-new for us,” she said. “We’re nervous, and we’re excited.”

In the coming weeks, leagues here and elsewhere in the state will record forums for candidates for
state legislative races in the 10th District, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, the U.S. House of
Representatives seats for districts 1 and 2, and for two Skagit County Board of Commissioners races,
Reim said.

She said the league plans to broadcast the forums on public access TV throughout the county, and on
the league’s website, skagitlwv.org.

— Reporter Brandon Stone: bstone@skagitpublishing.com, 360-416-2112, Twitter: @Brandon_SVH
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Five seek Skagit PUD commissioner position
By JACQUELINE ALLISON @Jacqueline_SVH
Jul 10, 2020

Five candidates are vying for a position on the Skagit Public Utility District (PUD) Board of 
Commissioners, which oversees the largest water system in Skagit County.

Al Littlefield, who has held the District No. 1 position since 1985, is not seeking re-election.

Former District No. 3 commissioner Eron Berg started a new job in Port Townsend in April. The PUD 

commissioners will appoint a replacement to serve the remainder of Berg’s term through 2022.
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The  five candidates are Ken Goodwin, Wim Houppermans, Andrew Miller, Bryce Nickel and Rick 

Pitt. PUD commissioners serve six-year terms. See their full questionnaires with this story at
goskagit.com/elections.

KEN GOODWIN

Goodwin, 72, a Port of Anacortes commissioner since 2018, said he is seeking the district No. 1 
position because of his experience working at water districts. He was a commissioner for the 

Woodinville Water District for 17 years and director of  finance for the Alderwood Water District for 

12 years.

“About 35 to 40 years of experience (on the Skagit PUD board) are going to go away, and that leaves a 

big hole to  fill,” Goodwin said. “My background would help do that.”

He said the biggest challenge will be knowing how PUDs operate and how they are governed and  

financed. He said he supports the continuation of the countywide  fiber optic network to provide 

broadband internet, a collaboration between the PUD and Port of Skagit.

“What separates me from everyone else is my experience and background in the municipal water 
business and as a leader in industry,” Goodwin said. “I can hit the ground running and won’t need any 
on the job training.”

WIM HOUPPERMANS

Houppermans, 58, a mechanical engineer at PACCAR Technical Center, is a  first-time candidate who 

said he is running to help shape a long-term plan to protect water as a natural resource in Skagit 
County.

“Climate change will change our weather patterns, and most likely it will result in wetter winters and 
drier summers,” he said. “… If we look 30 to 40 years ahead, we will need to store more water. It’s 
better to plan and build it now, than wait for the day we are short on water.”

He said the PUD could help provide a new reservoir for farmers for crop irrigation.

Houppermans said he would like commissioners to set policy to ensure PUD purchases are made 
locally and do more to provide careers to local people.

https://www.goskagit.com/news/local_news/five-seek-skagit-pud-commissioner-position/article_c2acac68-27d4-5225-ac06-f44612492cd7.html
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“I want the workforce to re�ect the diversity of Skagit County, which means more Hispanic people
being employed, and other kinds of diversity — sexual orientation, male or female,” he said.

ANDREW MILLER

Miller, 44, farmer and CEO of Spinach Bus Ventures, which owns Tulip Town and two other
businesses in Skagit County, is also a �rst-time candidate.

He said as a Skagit County native and business owner and farmer, he has a leg-up on the other
candidates.

“I’m working with a diversity of neighbors, policymakers, customers, clients, and other stakeholders in
and around PUD decisions every day in ways my opponents are not,” he wrote in a questionnaire.

Miller said the PUD could do more to use its water infrastructure — as the city of Anacortes is doing
— to provide high-speed internet.

“It is going to take some leadership to say countywide broadband is important to the PUD,” he said. “If
you have PUD water going to your house, then there should be a way to access broadband.”

BRYCE NICKEL

Nickel, 36, a postgraduate student working on a master’s degree in information technology and
administrative management, said he is running to bring more diversity to the PUD board.

“I am an autistic postgraduate born and raised in Anacortes,” Nickel wrote in a questionnaire. “I grew
up impoverished, I want to make sure Skagitonians do not su�er by having their water shut o� at no
fault of their own. I want to make sure Skagitonians are not negatively impacted by various fees and
short due dates. I want to do this without raising rates.”

If elected, he said he would develop a relief fund for county residents to help them pay their monthly
water bills.

“I also want to develop a fundraising system that will support the relief fund,” Nickel wrote in a
questionnaire. “For people who studied �nance, I want this account to be invested in stocks with
negative beta coe�cients so that when a national emergency happens, we can support the citizens of
our county with water at little to no cost when they lose their jobs.”

He added that elected positions need more “highly intelligent people” instead of career politicians.

RICK PITT

Pitt, 70, an attorney, was previously general counselor for a PUD in Western Washington for 13 years
and served as commissioner for the Corral Springs Water District in Eastern Washington.
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Jacqueline Allison

He said climate change is already a�ecting water availability and that farmers need a permanent
solution to help them get an uninterruptible water source.

“That would be a project that is high on my list of priorities, and it won’t be easy,” he said.

Pitt said with two commissioners leaving, that leaves a third commissioner with only a year-and-a-half
of experience.

“My pitch is that I’m an experienced PUD attorney and was a commissioner for a water district,” he
said.

He said the PUD also needs to work with customers hurt �nancially by the pandemic to help them
pay their bills, address aging infrastructure and recruit new people as PUD employees retire.

— Reporter Jacqueline Allison: jallison@skagitpublishing.com, 360-416-2145, Twitter: @Jacqueline_SVH

MORE INFORMATION
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The following questionnaires were returned from candidates. The answers to questions are in
their own words:

--------

KEN GOODWIN

Age: 72

Residence: Anacortes

Occupation: Retired Certi�ed Public Accountant, Owner of business in King Salmon, Alaska

Education: Master’s of Business Administration, University of Washington; BA in Business
Administration, University of Washington

Elected O�ces held: Commissioner Port of Anacortes, Commissioner Woodinville Water District

Elected O�ces sought: I have never lost an election I sought

Community Involvement:

-Member Port of Anacortes Marine Advisory Committee

https://www.goskagit.com/skagit-pud-commissioner-district-1-questionnaires/article_7bf9ca6a-24d2-5e9d-
bdfc-d267cd7b92cf.html

Skagit PUD Commissioner District 1 Questionnaires
Jacqueline Allison
Jul 10, 2020
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-Board member Skyline Marine Owners Association

-Board member Sunset Cove HOA

-Trustee HRA VEBA (Health savings account for governmental employees of Washington, Oregon and
Idaho)

-Woodinville Chamber of commerce president and Board member

-Northshore School District Levy Chairman

-Northshore Public Education Foundation- Founding Board member

Campaign Website: Ken Goodwin For Skagit PUD#1 Commissioner (Facebook)

Why are you running for o�ce?

It’s my way of giving back to the community. It is public service at the grass roots level. I have many
years of experience in the municipal water arena and public entity governance, as a Commissioner of
the Woodinville Water District, 17 years, and as the Director of Finance for the Alderwood Water
District, 12 years. Alderwood is the largest water district in the state and Woodinville Water District
was very active in state and regional water issues.

What is the single biggest issue facing the candidate who is elected to this position?

Knowing how PUDs operate, how they are governed and �nanced. All aspects of a PUD providing
water have issues to manage and are vital to providing safe, clean and reliable water; from sources,
storage, treatment, and transmission to your water meter.

How will you address it?

By ensuring that the sta� have clear policies governing the operations and mission of the PUD.
Commissioners set policies, provide oversight, approve budgets and work closely with the general
manager as he/she carry out the day to day management of the operations.

Why should voters choose you?

I am the only candidate with signi�cant experience with both water issues and public entity
governance. I am a proven leader in the industry, a budget expert and have the unique experience of
being a Commissioner as well a �nance department head. The experience made me a better
commissioner and a sta� member.

What sets you apart from your opponents?
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I can hit the ground running, no on the job training required.

--------

WIM HOUPPERMANS

Age: 58

Residence: Anacortes

Occupation: Mechanical engineer at the PACCAR Technical Center since 1999

Education: Technical University of Eindhoven, the Netherlands

Elected o�ces held: none

Elected o�ces sought: none

Community involvement: Board member and secretary of Evergreen Islands, member of Safe and
Sane Skagit

Campaign website: none

Why are you running for o�ce?

I care about the beauty of Puget Sound, Skagit county, the wild life and our quality of life living here. It
all has ties to how we use and protect our water. As your PUD commissioner I hope to participate in
the development of a long-term plan that protects water as a natural resource.

What is the single biggest issue facing the candidate who is elected to this position?

Our climate is changing and the Cascade glaciers will disappear. Summers will be dryer, winters
wetter. At the end of summer the Skagit River will run low and our water needs will con�ict with the
water needs of �sh and other wildlife. We need to plan ahead and determine how much winter water
we should store for use late in the summer. How and where.

Summer drought actually a�ect the Skagit PUD very little (Judy reservoir is �lled from creeks of Cultus
Mountain), but droughts will signi�cantly a�ect the region. Skagit PUD may be best suited to provide
a new reservoir that provides irrigation water to farmers and o�sets the water usage of the Anacortes
water utility.

How will you address it?

We need a study to determine the changes that occur over the next decades, then make a long-term
plan and act on that plan. As commissioner I hope to participate in developing that long-term plan.
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Why should voters choose you?

As a commissioner I like to set as a policy that when possible the PUD expenditures are made locally
so that the money stays in the local economy. This means that I like to see the PUD provide a career
to local people, our sons and daughters. I like the workforce to re�ect the diversity of our population.
I care about our water, not just for us.

What sets you apart from your opponents?

I am well educated and resourceful.

--------

ANDREW MILLER

Age: 44

Residence: Mount Vernon

Occupation: Farmer, CEO

Education: Juris Doctorate (Seattle University School of Law); MBA (Paci�c Lutheran Univerisity;
Masters of Arts Organizational Leadership (Gonzaga University) Masters of Arts Strategic Studies
(Naval Postgraduate School) BS (Excelsior College)

Elected o�ces held: None

Elected o�ces sought: Skagit PUD Commissioner District 1

Community involvement: Viva Farms Board Vice President, Anacortes Economic Development
Committee, Anacortes Marine Trades Committee, Former Scoutmaster and Skagit District Training
Committee Chair Boy Scouts of America

Campaign website: electmillerskagitpud.com

Why are you running for o�ce?

Water is at the heart of what makes the quality of life in Skagit County so remarkable. It drives nearly
every aspect of the environmental, ecological, and economic bene�ts that we enjoy and we need to
make sure that we’ve got the absolute best team on the �eld at the PUD. Our community needs
elected o�cials that are committed to creatively and constructively tackling the challenges facing
households and businesses in Skagit County. I have spent my career serving our country and
community and solving problems at the highest levels of industry and I look forward to bringing that
experience to the PUD.
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What is the single biggest issue facing the candidate who is elected to this position?

The single biggest issue facing the PUD Commissioner for District 1 is quickly becoming a value-added
teammate on the PUD Commission itself as the PUD grapples with the internal challenges of two
brand new members of the commission and the e�ects of that uncertainty has on the PUD
leadership and sta� as well as the external challenges of a global pandemic on the economy and the
uncertainty of potential disruptions to the existing operational plans and strategy that they have been
working on.

How will you address it?

I’ve spent a career managing crises and championing smart changes. The PUD as a team needs to
know the new Commission has a crystal clear vision of what success looks like, that it recognizes the
strengths and opportunities facing the organization as a whole and that the Commission is
committed to both policies and resourcing the tools and talent necessary to drive that success. I will
dive into the hard work of understanding how we can creatively leverage our strengths, resources,
and partnerships to ensure the PUD team has the clarity and con�dence to execute now and in the
future.

Why should voters choose you?

I am the candidate that can best represent all of Skagit County. I have solved problems and built
world-class teams in government and the private sector and I have spent a lifetime developing the
leadership skills to make sure the PUD continues to deliver on its mission and is ready for whatever
comes next. I understand what makes Skagit County di�erent and how to use those cultural
strengths to keep it special.

 What sets you apart from your opponents?

As a Skagit County native, I have a depth and breadth of connection to the entire Skagit County
community that my opponents do not. My experience at the Economic Development Alliance of
Skagit County (EDASC) gave me a county-wide perspective of the policy and practical complexities and
opportunities for both environmental conservation and economic development speci�c to Skagit
County. I farm here and have started and run three other businesses in Skagit County so I’m working
with a diversity of neighbors, policymakers, customers, clients, and other stakeholders in and around
PUD decisions every day in ways my opponents are not.

--------

BRYCE NICKEL

Age: 36
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Residence: Anacortes

Occupation: College Student

Education: Postgraduate working on a Master's in Information Techology & Administrative
Management

Elected o�ces held: Communication Director for the Young Democrats of Skagit County. Precinct
Committee O�cer, Precinct Delegate, Tally Clerk for the Skagit Democrats, Vice-President, Sergeant-
at-Arms, Representative of Student Government; and Chief Justice of Student Court.

Elected o�ces sought: Skagit County PUD Commissioner Dist 1 – Commissioner 1

Community involvement: Young Democrats O�cer and self-advocate for the autism community. AFK
Room Attendant for Here Take This, Inc.; Volunteer at Microsoft’s Xbox Autism Committee; Console
Gaming Sta� at Sakura-Con; and Volunteer at Boys & Girls Clubs.

Campaign website: https://www.facebook.com/NickelBryce

Why are you running for o�ce?

I want to bring diversity to the PUD’s board of commissioners, which is why I am running for
Commissioner. I am an autistic postgraduate born and raised in Anacortes. I grew up impoverished, I
want to make sure Skagitonians do not su�er by having their water shut o� at no fault of their own. I
want to make sure Skagitonians are not negatively impacted by various fees and short due dates. I
want to do this without raising rates. Just check out the reviews of the Skagit PUD on Google, it is
mainly negative from people having their water shuto�. Water shouldn't be able to be shuto� at all
because water should be a human right.

What is the single biggest issue facing the candidate who is elected to this position? How will
you address it?

My goal as Commissioner is to develop a relief fund under the PUD where we can support
Skagitonians that lose their jobs or are su�ering by helping pay their monthly water bill. For example,
someone that becomes disabled and must �ght legal battles for years to get disability bene�ts, they
should have access to water during that time.

I also want to develop a fundraising system that will support the relief fund. For people who studied
�nance, I want this account to be invested in stocks with negative beta coe�cients so that when a
national emergency happens, we can support the citizens of our county with water at little to no cost
when they lose their jobs. A negative beta would increase the fund during a pandemic or economic
downturn when we need it the most. Then after we recover, we can go back to investing into the fund
and raising money.

Agenda Item #9

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjssXCL8xtj2VHWE_fGGkBFW6ntzPRNWeLEVWejfC_Z7SSwlU1R77hN8O5-rm9F_OEw7cBatqi7zPsTuZn2BwkTvxmrTGE2kL3kt2s7MBDN2UyHJeeiF0wXwtYIwpfG_t8-j2NJvimZHUVDmOO1gBKKIWUBq0Jci96oCUkU_6hmVOF6s7dA6_qbFCGDpgAj-YT9Gwa-iFczVy8qDFdYyF9U8KejbJG9ioiNI4Xle6FTqsbHGDGbYt3-ntVC83GICW%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzF7u2BOMtK9EEAE%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttp://PRCWA.COM
https://www.facebook.com/NickelBryce


7/10/2020 Skagit PUD Commissioner District 1 Questionnaires | | goskagit.com

https://www.goskagit.com/skagit-pud-commissioner-district-1-questionnaires/article_7bf9ca6a-24d2-5e9d-bdfc-d267cd7b92cf.html

Why should voters choose you? What sets you apart from your opponents?

On top of being an autistic savant that can't lie (unlike a majority of politicians), they should choose
me because I am highly intelligent (IQ in the top 4%) and I am highly diverse (not only am I autistic,
but I grew up in a poor family). I can bring new ideas to the table, and help the PUD prepare for the
future.

We are going to lose 40% of jobs to automation in the next twenty years, and we need to prepare the
PUD for when the county has massive unemployment due to automation. If people are unaware of
automation, just compare how many people worked at Blockbuster per city (around 5-7) to Redbox.
That was just the beginning. Automated semi-trucks are just around the corner, and the largest
industry in the United States is transportation. We need to start electing highly intelligent people to
elected positions instead of career politicians that are only working the job to get rich through legal
bribery. I am a summa cum laude postgraduate student with a high Intelligence quotient, we need
more people like in me politics, we need real leaders.

--------

RICK PITT

Age: Not provided

Residence: Burlington

Occupation: Attorney

Education: BA Economics University of Washington (with distinction); J.D. Creighton University

Elected o�ces held: Commissioner – Corral Springs Water District

Elected o�ces sought: Skagit PUD Commissioner District 1

Community involvement: Past Member Board of Directors Skagit County Boys & Girls Club, Past
Member Board of Directors University YMCA, Past Volunteer Skagit Food Bank, Past Coach Skagit
Little League, Past Coach Girls Basketball

Campaign website: N/A

Why are you running for o�ce?

Water is critical to our economy, our ecology and to our way of life. From its Potlatch Beach system
on Guemes Island to its groundwater well in Marblemount, the PUD operates critical infrastructure in
supplying clean water to over 70,000 customers. With two of the three PUD commissioners leaving
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the board this year (and the remaining commissioner with only 1+ year experience), it’s important 
that the newly elected commissioner be knowledgeable and experienced in dealing with the 
challenges facing the PUD.

I am an attorney with more than 30 years’ experience; the last 13 years as general counsel for 
another Western Washington PUD. I’ve also been an elected commissioner for a small Eastern 
Washington water district. I have participated in numerous policy discussions and budget 
preparations. Bottom line – I can hit the ground running. I have the education, training, and 
experience to make a di�erence in my community and service as a PUD commissioner is a perfect  t.

What is the single biggest issue facing the candidate who is elected to this position?

There are many big issues facing the PUD. These include 1) dealing with the coronavirus pandemic 
and the resulting economic recession; 2) managing aging infrastructure and an aging workforce; and 
3) last, but not least, climate change and conservation of our water resources. The common theme
for all of these issues is the challenge to maintain high quality water services with consistently
a�ordable rates.

1). As a result of the pandemic recession, many PUD customers have been unable to pay their water 
bills. As a new commissioner, I believe the PUD needs to work with these customers to do whatever it 
takes to help them get back on their feet. This includes waiving interest, penalties, and reconnection 
charges, deferring payments when appropriate, and agreeing to repayment plans.

2) Managing aging infrastructure and an aging work force is an industry-wide challenge. As a result of
inconsistent rates, the PUD has signi cant deferred maintenance. We need a long-term approach
focusing on scalable e�ciencies to maintain our infrastructure requirements. At the same time, it’s
important to balance the maintenance needs of our water service infrastructure with a  scally
conservative approach to rates.

One of the most important things the PUD does is to hire good people. As employees retire, it’s 
important to pass on the institutional knowledge acquired over decades of service. This can be 
accomplished, in part, with apprenticeship programs, internships, and a focus on maintaining an 
educated and skilled workforce.

3) Climate Change presents a myriad of challenges. We are beginning to see warmer summer
temperatures and a declining winter snowpack. Conservation becomes more important in the face of
these issues. Our farmers, especially, need a permanent solution to interruptible summer irrigation.

How will you address it?

I’ve outlined above some of my ideas and proposals to address the challenges facing the PUD and the 
new commissioner. As a new commissioner, I intend to work cooperatively with my fellow 
commissioners, PUD sta�, and our customers to develop a common vision and plan to maintain safe,
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clean, high quality water services at consistently a�ordable rates and maintain, protect, and enhance
our invaluable water resources.

Why should voters choose you?

Starting with a law clerkship with the Washington State Supreme Court, I have been involved with
some sort of public service for most of my adult life. Whether serving on a park board or most
recently as a PUD attorney, I have developed a skill set with an emphasis on teamwork that has
resulted in a track record of success. My education, legal training, and experience makes me an
excellent candidate for the PUD commissioner position.

What sets you apart from your opponents?

I am the only candidate with experience in dealing with PUD law and operations and with water
issues as a water district commissioner. Having been involved in local government in various venues, I
know how to get projects o� the books and operational.

I live and work in the PUD’s service territory. Not all candidates do. As a result, candidates not
residing in the PUD’s service territory will be enacting policies and voting on rate increases that do not
directly a�ect them, their families, or their neighbors.

MORE INFORMATION

Jacqueline Allison
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