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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
August 11, 2020 

 
The meeting was held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Commissioners Appearing Remotely:  Eron Berg, President; Al Littlefield, Vice President; Joe 
Lindquist, Secretary; and Commissioner Select Germaine Kornegay. 
 
Staff Appearing Remotely:  George Sidhu, Brian Henshaw, Krista Lewis, Mike Fox, Kathy 
White, Mark Semrau, Sharon Mataya, Jay Sedivy, Sally Saxton, Skagit PUD Attorney Peter 
Gilbert, and Deana Dean.  Others may have appeared but were not identified. 
 
Staff Appearing In Person:  Luis Gonzalez, Mark Handzlik, Sam Shipp, and Bill Trueman. 
 
Other Parties Appearing Remotely:  Sedro-Woolley Mayor Julia Johnson, Mary Hudson, Ken 
Goodwin, Catherine Carter, Jessica Sidhu, and Alistair Boudreaux.  Others may have appeared 
but were not identified. 
 
Commissioner Berg called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioner Lindquist moved to approve the Consent Agenda for August 11, 2020 which was 
unanimously approved.  

1. Approval of Agenda 8/11/20 
2. Approval of Minutes:  7/28/20 Regular Meeting 
3. Ratification of Vouchers 8/4/20 
4. Voucher Approval 8/11/20  No. 2940  

Accounts Payable voucher No. 18940-18998 ($225,456.74), Electronic Funds Transfer 
($1,310.00), and Payroll Electronic Funds Transfers and checks No. ($0.00). 

DISTRICT 3 COMMISSIONER SWEARING IN 
Sedro-Woolley Mayor Julia Johnson administered the Oath of Office to District 3 Commissioner 
Germaine Kornegay whose term officially begins on August 16, 2020.  Commissioner Kornegay 
thanked Mayor Johnson and the Commissioners, noting she looks forward to serving.  
 
2nd QUARTER 2020 FINANCIALS 
Finance Manager Brian H
financials through the end of 2nd quarter.  Topics included District funds, investment returns, new 
services, meters, system revenue, year-to-date revenues, capital contributions, expense summary, 
department expenses, cash flow, capital expenditures, work in progress, impacts of COVID-19 
including water use at the water treatment plant during the stay at home period, consumption, 
and accounts receivable aging.    
 
AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
5.  

General Manager George Sidhu provided an update on the following: 
 Department Updates: 

Safety:  We made our first submission to FEMA for reimbursement of $5,600 in 
expenses related to COVID-19.  If successful, we will ask for further reimbursement. 
HR: We are completing year-end performance evaluations for non-represented staff.  
Managers and supervisors will be meeting with staff this month to deliver those.  We 
made an offer for the new IT Manager position, which was accepted.  Alistair Boudreaux 
begins on August 24, 2020.  
Engineering: Although April was a slow month for new services, the other months so far 
this year have been consistent with previous years.  Communications will be going out 
for the following:  cross connection incentive program, request for feedback from local 
developers and development engineers on water line extensions, update letters for the 
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Little Mountain Road project, and postcards to residents of Fidalgo Island to re-start 
discussions for transfer of that system to the City of Anacorte
for Fidalgo Island will be posted on our website.  The goal is to have public comment in 
September at our Board meeting and at a Council meeting for the City of Anacortes to 
decide whether to move forward with an agreement with the city.  The transmission line 
project has been slow to start but we received news from Department of Ecology that a 
permit that we have been waiting for has been approved.  Staff are working to get the 
design finalized, bid documents ready, and out to bid this fall.     

 Strategic Planning: George noted that since developing the strategic plan in 2018, we 
have went through a process of revising our implementation focus which develops our 
annual goals each summer.  At a meeting in June, an update was provided on the status of 
what occurred the previous year but new focus goals have not yet been discussed for the 
next year.  focus goals to 
run on the calendar year, waiting until January to revisit our implementation focus and 
annual goals.  This would allow both new Commissioners to be involved in the process 
and align the focus goals with our budget schedule.  Commissioner comments and 
questions followed with the Commissioners expressing their agreement with that 
suggestion. 

 :  This has been extended to 
October 15th.  Information is on our website for customers if they need assistance paying 
their accounts, but we will not finalize our formal customer payment program until the 
proclamation ends and we know where we stand with numbers of customers and amounts 
of outstanding balances. 

 Open Public Meetings Act and Public Records Act Proclamations:  These have been 
extended to September 1st.  The recommendation is to leave our current practices of 
emergency declaration, staggered schedules for staff, and Zoom Commission meetings in 
place until at least September 1st.  Commissioners expressed their agreement with that 
recommendation. 

 George thanked Commissioner Berg for his service as a PUD Commissioner and 
acknowledged his contributions during his tenure at the District.  Commissioner Berg 
thanked George and stated it has been an honor, he has really enjoyed his time at the 
PUD, and he will miss it.  

 Lastly, George welcomed Germaine Kornegay as our newest Commissioner noting he 
has met with her twice and that she has additional meetings with other staff this week.  
Commissioner Kornegay thanked staff for their communication thus far, including 
Commissioner Berg for his service. 

 
NEW BUSINESS  
6. Building Schematic Design - Driftmier: 
 George introduced this item indicating we have reached an important milestone in our 

building project and that staff have been working with the architect on the site and building 
layouts and are ready to move to the next phase.  Sam Shipp, Capital Projects Manager, 
provided a brief history on the project and reviewed the plans for the proposed building.  
Commissioner questions and comments followed. 

 
Commissioner Lindquist moved to authorize the General Manager to execute Task Order 
Modification No. 002 with The Driftmier Architects, PS (Driftmier), in the amount of 
$1,415,917 for final design services related to the PUD Campus Remodel and Expansion 
Project.  Commissioner Berg provided brief discussion on the building and his reservation on 
using the current location for a new facility.  The motion carried 2-1, with Commissioner 
Berg voting no.   
 

7. Election of Officers:  
Commissioner Berg noted the need to designate his replacement as Commission President.  
Brief discussion followed. Commissioner Littlefield moved to nominate Commissioner 
Lindquist for President and Commissioner Kornegay for Secretary. The motion passed 
unanimously.     

  
8. Designation of Commission Representatives:

Commissioner Berg noted the need to designate his replacement for the Public Utility Risk 
Management Services (PURMS) and Enduris Commission representative.  Brief discussion 
followed.  Commissioner Littlefield agreed to be the District representative with PURMS and 
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Enduris until the end of 2020. Commissioner Berg noted no objections.
 
INFORMATION 
9.   Newly Appointed Commissioner - Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest - Per Governance 

Policy Section 7.2.2.; Commission obligation to disclose any conflicts of interest as defined 
in Chapter 42.23 RCW.  Commissioner Kornegay noted no conflicts of interest. 

10. Judy Reservoir Data Report 
11. Recent News Articles 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Commissioner Littlefield indicated it was a great meeting tonight and wished Commissioner 

has left his mark here at the PUD, thanked him for his service, and welcomed Germaine to the 
Board.  Commissioner Kornegay again thanked Commissioner Berg for his service and noted she 
looks forward to talking to him and following in his footsteps.  Commissioner Berg thanked staff 
noting it has been an honor to be elected, rewarding to work with the PUD team, hopes the 
direction continues, and thanked everyone for the support that was given to him in his role as a 
Commissioner. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:32 p.m.   
 

 
________________________________ 
Eron Berg, President 

ATTEST 
 
______________________________ ________________________________ 
Joe Lindquist, Secretary   Al Littlefield, Vice President 


