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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
May 11, 2021 

 
The meeting was held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Commissioners Appearing Remotely:  Joe Lindquist, President; Germaine Kornegay, Vice 
President; and Andrew Miller, Secretary.   
 
Staff Appearing Remotely:  George Sidhu, Luis Gonzalez, Brian Henshaw, Mark Handzlik, 
Kathy White, Alistair Boudreaux, Mike Fox, Sam Shipp, Ryan Anderson, Sharon Mataya, Kevin 
Tate, Bill Trueman, Skagit PUD Attorney Peter Gilbert, and Deana Dean.  Others may have 
appeared but were not identified. 
 
Other Parties Appearing Remotely:  Lee Driftmier and Andrew Entrikin.  Others may have 
appeared but were not identified. 
 
Commissioner Lindquist called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioner Miller moved to approve the Consent Agenda for May 11, 2021 which was 
seconded by Commissioner Kornegay and unanimously approved.  

1. Approval of Agenda 5/11/21 
2. Approval of Minutes:  4/27/21 Regular Meeting 
3. Ratification of Voucher 5/4/21 
4. Voucher Approval 5/11/21  No. 2979   

Accounts Payable voucher No. 20907  20958 ($159,387.39) Electronic Funds Transfer 
($95,649.71), and Payroll Electronic Funds Transfers and checks No. 033833 - 033917 
($211,265.64). 

5. Project Acceptance: 
Plat of Garden Meadows (Sedro Woolley) 

 
AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
6.   : General Manager George Sidhu provided an update on the following: 

 Finance: penalties and late fees waived are at $120,000 with the average having dropped 
slightly below $2,200 per week. Balances over 90 days is down to $152,000 and has 
been coming down.  Total outstanding balances over 30 days has climbed slightly at 
$284,000.  George has been in contact with local cities and the county about receiving 
American Rescue Plan funding.  The response he is receiving so far is that the guidance 
on how money can be spent has not been distributed; they are taking requests and 
waiting for guidance which they hope to receive later this summer.  We are partnering 
with the city of Sedro Woolley. They have provided some customer assistance for 
residents who live inside the city limits of Sedro Woolley; we have assisted nine 
customers in Sedro Woolley so far.     

 Vaccinations are increasing and people are discussing future return to work, so 
conversations are starting with employees on a back to work strategy.  There is no 
timeline yet. 

 In person Board meetings:  George spoke to the city of Mount Vernon about the 
possibility of using their meeting space however the availability of that room is very 
limited.  He intends to speak to the county about their room and another option is to use 
the Aqua Room.  There is nothing definitive to report yet.  The plan is to test our room 
next week.  Brief discussion regarding starting in person Board meetings at the first 
meeting in June.  Commissioners concurred.     

 
7.  Engineering Department Update:  Engineering Manager Mark Handzlik provided, by 

PowerPoint presentation, an update on work the Engineering Department is doing.  Topics 
included organization chart, administration and engineering leadership team, development 
team including statistics and projects under review, cross connections, environmental 



 

Commission Regular Meeting  2 May 11, 2021 

coordination, GIS/asset management, contracting, capital projects, and a map of the Judy 
Reservoir to Mount Vernon Transmission Line project.  Commissioner questions and 
comments followed.   

 
8.  New Campus Design Update: Capital Projects Manager Sam Shipp provided, by PowerPoint 

presentation, a campus update for District headquarters.  Topics included the site plan, garage 
site plan, level 1 site plan with renderings, level 2 site plan with renderings, and exterior 
perspectives.  The schedule was reviewed.  It is anticipated that design be completed by the 
end of this year, working through permitting into 2022, new office construction completion 
in late summer/early fall of 2023, and then move staff into the new building.  In late 2023, 
plans are to remodel the existing building to prepare for new tenants and be wrapped up by 
2024.  

 
NEW BUSINESS  
9. Approval of SkagitNet 1st Quarter Operational Expenses  
 Finance Manager Brian Henshaw provided a summary of projections for SkagitNet for the 

first quarter of 2021. For 2021, the cash flow projections anticipate a deficit of $91,157 due 
to operational expenses, and the Port and the District will equally share in those 
expenses.    Andrew Entrikin, SkagitNet 
Manager, briefly spoke to connections, cash flow, and inquiries from Island County with the 
goal of SkagitNet being self-sustaining.   

 
 Commissioner Kornegay moved to authorize the General Manager to pay first quarter 

operational expenses related to SkagitNet in an equal contribution with the Port of Skagit 
which was seconded by Commissioner Miller and unanimously approved. 

 
10. Fir Street Interlocal with City of Mount Vernon 
 Engineering Manager Mark Handzlik spoke to this project which was originally to replace 

the pipe and eventually included paving work to be completed by the city of Mount Vernon.  
Discussion followed. 

 
Commissioner Miller moved to authorize the General Manager to enter into an Interlocal 
Agreement with the City of Mount Vernon for pavement repair along East Fir Street, from 
North Laventure Road to Apache Drive which was seconded by Commissioner Kornegay 
and unanimously approved.  

 
INFORMATION 
11. Judy Reservoir Data Report 
12. Recent News Articles 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Commissioner Kornegay noted the Farm to Pint Ale Trail is complete and wished to congratulate 
all the winners.  Commissioner Miller brought up a previous discussion of working with the 
farmers and invited the Board and District to continue their vigilance regarding water needs of 
the agriculture communities. Commissioner Lindquist had nothing to report at this time.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:38 p.m.   

 

 
________________________________ 
Joe Lindquist, President 

ATTEST 
 
______________________________ ________________________________ 
Andrew Miller, Secretary   Germaine Kornegay, Vice President 


